THE   BARRIER

a few days the perpetual desire to chew some-
thing passed away to some extent, and they
were content with a much smaller brew than
at first. The biscuits were the only part of
the rations that they could bite, and so always
called for a measure of self-discipline. When
each man drew his share of biscuits in the
morning it was with the realisation that he
would get no more that day, and so they had
to be eaten with discretion. Everyone had
a small linen bag in which he kept his sewing
outfit, a diary, and perhaps a pocket edition
of a favourite book ; and little scraps of biscuit
found their place amongst these other treasures.
The ponies were a continual source of
anxiety. Although, during this stage of the
journey, four different kinds of transport wrere
used, motors, ponies, dogs and man-hauling,
the ponies were the main feature and the
others mere auxiliaries. The ponies were vir-
tually to transport the base to the foot of the
Beardmore 'Glacier, whence a picked team
with two supporting parties would go forward
to the assault. The concern for the ponies is
evident in every page of their leaders3 diaries,
where any indications of improvement or
collapse were noted and magnified. Snow
walls had to be built to shelter the ponies
whenever there was the slightest wind, and
when the snow was drifting the men had to
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